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ton Street storic District

2. Location
street & number Roughl]z bounded by E. 10th. h.N.t^7

lown N. Lincoln Streets. Bloominqton
Tndi ana code IN countv l4onroe code 105 zio code 47 408

3. Classification
Ownership of Property

[-flpriv:.te
[-l public-local

f-l public-State

[-l public-Federal

l.iame cf related multiple property listing:
I'J/A

Category of Property

flouttoinslsl
[-xloistrict
flsite
[-l structure

n object

Number of Resources within Property

Contributing
35

6
0

l+1

Noncontributing
3 buildings
0 sites

__..1f,structures

- 0 objects
j Total

Number of contributing rasources previously
listed in the National Register

4. State/Federal Aqency Certificaiion

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, I hereby cenify that this
I Xlnomination LJrequest for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the
National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirernents set forth in 36 CFR Part 60.

ln my opinion, the y [Xlmeets not the National Hegister criteria. ES"" continuation sheet./-x"s/-
Date

Indi.ana tment of Natural Resources
Signature ol

State or Federal agency and bureau

In my opinion, the property | | meets I ldoes not meet the National Register criteria. I lsee continuation sheet.

Signature of commenting or other otficial

State or Federal agency and bureau

5. National Park Service Certification
l, hereby, certity thal lhis property is:

[-lentered in the National Register.

n S"" continuation sheet.

l-ldetermined eligible for lhe National
Register. [-l S"" continuation sheet.

l-ldetermined not. eligible for lhe
National Register.

[-l removed trom the National Register.

l-l other, (explain:)

Signature ot lhe KeeP€r Oat€ o! Action



6. Functlon or Use
Historic Funclions (enter categories lrom instructions) Current Functions (enter calegories {rom instructions)

D0IlESTIC / single dwelling
DOi'iESTIC/secondary strucLure-"..::_
D0itESTIC /mul t iple dr,re 11j ng

COMi,IERC E / r es t auran t

D0iTTESTIC /rnu1 tiple dwelling

7. Descrlption
Architectural Classif ication
(onter categories lrom instructions)

Queen Anne

Materials (enter categories from instructions)

loundation ST0NE: Limestone
walls I,J00D: iteatherboard

STOrttrE: Limestone
roof

A ^*1-^1+l-l DUlld-LL

W00D: shinele
BRICK

Classical Revival
Bunsalow I Craftsman

Describe present and historic physical appearance.

The Norbh Washington Street Ristoric District j.s an outstarding c€Ilection of
turn of the centurl' houses located two blocks rrcrtheast of Blocxnington's
Courthouse Square. These houses, many of which have original stables or garages
cn the alieys, were b:ilt jn the ncst fashionable archritectu::aI styles of threir
<1ay. The district stretches along North Washington Street frcm just south of
East Eighth Street to East Tenth Street ard towards the west to include three
houses on North Walnut Street. T\vo story residentj-al stmctr:res surround the
dGtrict to the ncrth antl east ard corrnercial sLructu::es ard surface parking
Iots surround the district to the south and west.

Tlrere is a sligtrt rise jn gn:ade frqn the southeast to tJ.e ncrthwest wj-thin the
district. Tfierefore, the houses along the west side of Norbh Washi-ngton Street
ard those along NorLh Walnut Street are situated above Ure street level with
stqre retaining walls or grassy barks along the sidewalk (photog'raphs 1, 2, 5,
7, 9, 12, and f5). t'trst of the houses are spaced evenly along Loth streets and

share a ccrnron setback frorn tire street with well landscapecl front lawns and nany
large deciduous trees.

Of the 44 total resoulrces, 35 are contrilr:ting h:ildings, 6 are ontributing
structures, ald 3 are noncontributing Lmildings. ltre 6 contributing structures
are stone retaining wal]s. Ttre 3 ncncontrib:Ling b-rildings are a garage ard
outtrrilding h:ilt li.tce the period of significance and a fornrer gal:age that has
been onvertecl to residential use. These b:ildings are snall in scale and sited
on t5eir respective lots so tlnt they do not detract signrificantly frcrn the
djstrict. One hrilding is alreadf individually listed cn the National Register,
ard therefore is not cor:nted. (The Morgan House aE 532 North Walnut Street. )

I"lrst of t].e hrcuses in tlre district were brilt in Uee Q:een Anne archritectural
style during the 1B9O's. Several houses were built with Queen Arule rnassing ard
CGssical Revival detaits and a few were brilt jn a nr:re conplete rerdering of
the Classical Revival style. Ttrere is also one example of the Italiarnte style,
a fg\r examples of the Br.ngalow on Craftsnran architectu::al style ard one Colonial
Revj-val aparbnent h:ilding b11ilt in 1929. ltre nrajority of the prtuary
structures are two on two ard cne half story, wcod f::ame painted jn various

El See continualion sheet
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colors, tfrree are brick ard tr^/o are stone veneer. Six of tie 22 wood frane
houses frave been covered with artificial siding. Ttre Oreen Anne houses feature
aslarmetrical massing with nrulti-gabled roofs, decoratively pa.tterned shingling
ard elaborate barge boards ard porch r:ailings, stpports and br:ackets. Ihe
Classical Revival influenced houses are adorned with columns, porticoes and
Palladian windors. Tleese houses display a hidl level of worlsranship ard guality
of design.

T'ire district's cne exarnple of tlle Italianate style as applied to residential
archritecbure is found. at 408 NorLh Washingrton Street/2O3 East Eighth Street,
brilt c. 1870 (photogr:aph 12). Ttris house displays wide eaves supprted hy
bracJ<ets, a lor-pitch hip roof , decoratj-ve wirdow heads over tall thin windous
and a r"ecessed entry with double doors. Itre house served as a duplex es early
as 1909 and has a snall later addition on the southwest corner. It is currently
divided jnto nultiple apartrnents.

Ttre l.lcth llashington Street Historic District ontains several outstarding
e><amples of the Q-reen Anne style. Arnong tlrem are houses at 508, 514 arrd 522
Ncth !,Iashingrton St:eet ard 532 North Walnut Street. ltre nearly identical 508
ard 514 North Washingtcrn Street both have asyrunetrical ccnrpositions and a
variety of forms, textu::es ard colors (photo$:aph 6). Both were hril-t in 1895.
fne variety of form is achr-ieved by the encircling porchesl lnulti-gabled roofs
ard clramfered ornens. Variety of texture is ackr-ieved with diamond and
fishscale shingle work and decoratively ctlt brackets and barge boards. Ttre vrcod
siding and sbringles are painted in a three prt scherne. Tfre interiors of botLt
houses retain rm:ch of the original woodwork, J-nch:ding canzed nantels ard
pa.rgr:et floors. Ttre house aL 522 NorLh Washingtor Street, c. 1895' is sjrnilar
in appearance to 508 and 514, but displays a slightly less ccnplex overall form
(photog::aph 3 ) .

The }trrgan House, 1892, at 532 North Walnut Street, which is individ:ally listed
on the National Reglster of Historic Places, is verl similar in appearance to
tjre houses described above, b:t achrievas octerior textu:e throu$ tJle use of
canzed wmd panels in addition to shingles (photcx;raph 2). The }lcrgan House is
also in veny gmd repair and :etains nu.rch of its original vrodpork and
fireplaces irrside. A concrete slirrening pool built j-n tlre 1920' s and reputed to
be the first in Bloofirington, is located cn the souttreast side of the house.

Other fine oranples of the Queen Arrne style in tLre district include 115 and 123
Fbst Eidlth street and 420 ard 515 North Washingtor Street (*totog:aphs 15, 11 ,
and 7 respectively). These houses are less elaborate tlnn tlpse described above
h:t, they do have asl'nmetrical nassing, decorative s[ingle work and porch
detail. The house at 420 North Washington Street, b:ilt c. 1890, is a one story
houe, the others are tr+o stories in hei$lt (Stoto$aph 11).
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Four other examples of ttre Q:een Anne style are found aL 419, 502, 509 and 521
Noth lriashington Street however, these Lrcuses have been covered in arLificial
siding, which nay obscure or replace additional detail (photographs 9, 11, and 7

respectively). Ttre house at 115 East Eighth Street cited above, has also been
coverelwith arLificial siding (photograph 15). The house at 419, c.1890, does
retain decorative pordr trnsts, railings ard brackets as well as, original tiled
fireplaes with carwed nnntels on the inside (photogrraph 9).

Sevenal houses in the district were b:ilt with the ctn::acteristic (Jueen Anne
rnassing and Classical Revival details, sanetimes referred to as the Free Classic
style. The nost cutstarding example of tJ.is style in ttre district is the
Erskirk-showers Hor:se, c. 1897 , at 520 Nor[h Walnut Street (photogiraph 1 ). This
linestone veneer house is adorned w"itl-r a variety of oluru-rs, pressed netal work
on the porch friezes and canred linrestone details. Ttre interior has many
historic features including elaborate plastenrork, woodtvork and fireplaces.
Otlrer examples include 427 Norbh Washington Street, c. 1890, which features
paired olumns supporting the porcLr (photoqraph 9), 527 Nortit Washingrton Street,
c. 1900, which features dianrond paned upper sash on the wirdcnrvs (photograph 5)
ard 526 l.lonth lbshr-ington Street, c. 1890, whicLr featu:=s dentiletl ornice
nolding (photograph 3).

There are sevffal or.rtstarding exanples of tJ-e C'lassical R.evival style in tJre
districb including 32i, 418 ald 430 North Washington Street, c. 1905'
(photograpfrs 14, 12, arrd 10 respecLivel-y). Ttre Showers4:=lum House at 430
North Washington Street prcrninently displays a full height pedinented porbico
with fcnic order oltnrurs, a rodillioned ornice, nulti-Ii$tt windo*s ard a
fornal, slnruretrical ccnposition (photogrraph 10). Ttre house tr,as been restored by
its current cxrner ecupants and is in very good r=pair. Tne Shcx*ers-t'lyers
House, c. 1900, at 321 North Washingrton Street also displays a syrrrnetrical
on6rcsition, nodillioned porch roof ornices and nulti-Iight wirdops (photqfraph
14). This stone veneer versj-on of tlre style also has Palladian type windo'vs ard
a clay tile galnrlcrei rof. A stone veneer garage was added to tLte rear and a
.stone waII with overhead arch gateways encloses the baclqgard. Ttre house at 418
NctJ- Washington Street is a qre story exanple of tJ.e sLyle b:t' it has an
irnpressive @inented entrance portico with Doric order colunms, a derrtiled
ornice and flat frieze ard nmlti-ligirt wirdonls (photograpi 12). It was klilt
c.1900.

The Teter House at 528 l.{orth l^Ialnut Street hilt in 1913 is a tvp-toned red
brick Classical or Geongian Revival br-rilding desigrned lry Oricago architects l-ooe
ard Bollenlcochrer (Srotogr:aph 1 ). Tlre facade is dnracterized by a slrnretrical
ccmposition, which features a projecting entrance portic'o with a paneled door
ard sidelights, nu.rlti-paned wirdows with flat arclr U-ntels wittr trrorror:nced
keystorres, a nodillioned cornice and pedirnented dormers. A formc-r one story
side porch oomposed of a blird arcade with a ba'lustrade above, has been enclosed
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ard e:<panded in nntching brick with the sanre dark headers and light stretchers
anployed cn ttre original structur"e.

ltre Washington Terrace Apa.rtments, 1929, at 316 North Washington Street is a two
ard one half story limestone and brick aparbrrent building desigrned in the
Classical or Colon-ia1 Revival- style b), architects Ross and C'eorge Ca1d,ve11 of
Irdiarnpolis (photograph '13). ltre two story high entrance portico features a
wcod pnel dor wittr fan Ii$rt at thre gror:nd level, large Palladian w-indop on
ttre second floor and an octagonal cupola above on the roof. Ttrere are also
pedimented dornrers at the rof level, multi-paned wirdcx'vs throughout and a
simple ornice entablature.

Ttre district's four examples of t}re b.mgalow ard aaftsnan styles do rpt have a
large jfipact on the district due to threir dispersal throughout the district and
relative lack of significant architectu::a1 detail. Ttre house at 411 North
Wasirington Street was rerncdeled in the 1910's or 1920's to J-ts present b:nga1o,,r
form with gerrtly pitched broad gables, wide cnrenhanging eaves suported by
exposecl rafters ard battered porch piers (photogrraph 15). This house has been
ovened with artificial siding and has had several additions attached to it.
Another bungalo* at 111 East Ninth street is brick with exposed woocl frarning on
the roof of thre wide f:ront porch (photograph B). It was b:iIt in about 1915.

fire Anrerican Foursquare style house at 208 East Tenth Street can be classifie<l
r,u'rder the craftsnan category (Fhotogr.aph a). Itris c. 1910 t\^io story house with
a rectangular plan, synnretrical fenestration, a hipped, p1'ramidal roof and a
brick f::cnt 1rrch :etains its cigirnl wocl siding ard six over six urcd frame
wirdows. TLrere j-s a sepa.rate, freestanding garage, wlricli has been converted to
a livj:rg spa€. The addition of wod slringle siding ard the alteration of the
openi-ngs hrave dimini-shed the ability of this secordary h:ilding to crcntribute to
tfre district. Ancther craftsnan style house is fowrd at 424 NorLh Washington
Street (photograph 11). fhis brick variant of the Alne.rican Foursq:are is L-
stiaped in plan h:t, hns a tdp@ rcof , wide eaves and wide windonr opeillngs. It
dates frcrn c. 1920.

Ccntribtting vrod fi:anre garages are fornd at tlie near or cn the alley of several
prope.rties in thre district including 419t 427, 508, 514, 522 arl) 527 NorLh
Washington Street. These structr:::es were ciginally corstructed as horse
stables, vaere later used as autcnxrbile garages and are ccrnnonly storage
b:ildings today. T\ro ontrib:ting brick autonrbile gar:ages sunrive in the
district, cne at the rear of 430 North Wasirington Street ard one in the side
yard of 111 East Ninth Street. Ttrese troo structutes \,rere blilt to house cars
ard still do so today.

As stated earlier, the anly rpncontrib:ting brildings are secondarlz structures
with nLinjnal i:rq:act on the district. Ttrere is a pa.inted rcncrete block
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structure at the rear of 418 North Washington Street, an artificially sided
garage at the ::ear of 502 North Washington Street and an original gelrage
crcnverted to an apartment at tlre side of 208 East Tenth Street (descrilced above,
photog::aph  ).

With the exception of npre natu:e trees, cnzerhead electric and telephone lines
ard newer paved streets, curbs and sidewalks, the district probably looks very
nmcfi as it did since t}re period of sigrrificance. lbst of the houses in tJre
district were crrrner occupied or rented by single families until a larger demand
for studerrt housing ecurred and rrany of the hcuses were divided jrrto rrurltiple
rental r:nits. In -uhe 1980's several of the houses once agairr became cldner
occupied and were restored on relrabilitated blz their cnlners. ReLnbilitation
acbivity is ongoing in the district.



8. Statement of Significance . , :: :

C€rt'ty'ng offici"l has considered the significanca-of-tils property in relation to other properties:

[-l nationally [-l statewide B localty

ApplicableNational RegisterCriteria En !e EC nO

Crireria Considerations (Exceptions) [A Ie f]c f]o De nr f]C

Areas of Signilicance (ent€r categories from instructions)
ARCH I TEC TURE
I }JDUSTRY

1f;7{l - 1q2q
Period of Significance Significant Dates

l{ /A

Cultural Atfiliation
N/A

ArchitecUBuilder
Lowe ancl Boflenbocher
Ca1ciwel1. Ross and George .

Significant Person
N/A

s and periods of significanc€ noted above.

Thre i{ort} washington street Historic District is sigrnificant for its enrbsliment

of the chrarasteristics of lnpular residerrtial archriiectu::al styles of the late

nineteentfi ard early twentieth ;iq/: The-clistrict was developed prinarily bry

the Shcwers family, of tire Srrowers-stiti.o" furnitu:e factory' cne of
Blocnrington's npst irni:orb'nt inA"ttti"s' and is easily evaluated within the

ontext of upper miclcle crass ""Grb;;ds 
wrricir aevo-oped during Blonington's

turn of t1.re crentury prosl=rity. 
^fr[-1il;h 

Washington Street liistoric Districb
is an impressiv.Gfi""iio., oi ;;; vi&"ti"" vfiich have su6zived in
excellent condition despite .ttt ";i"I 

encroachnrent ircm the sout5 and west ard

a S.roliferation of student ,=nt r ,rt-its to t]-e north, east and within the

districb..
,lhe North vb.shington street Historic DistricL can be evaluated accordiJlg to the

historic context of prestigious, upper class, residential developrent in
Bloonington between iSAg and 1g2g:-'11.i"-tt*'t-frame autonatically lirnits the

context to districts on the west-.nd;;rth sides of Blocmington as nrost housing

in eastern neighborhrcds were d;";"p; in ard after the 1920's' Blocrningrton

exSrerienced a 1:eriod of general'grclth and prosperity beginnjing with tl]e bocrn in

the linesto.e industry, furn:ituri-tt"t"f""t"ii1s bv thre SroYgl?,Br:others cotpanv

arxl Irdiarra rJn:iversity in t5e f ggO';la"a lasting into t]re 1920's' Th€ BolLnan

place Adition was platted i" 188;.- G"V of th6 lots were sold'bV the BoIInnn

family to the sircnarers family ano-devefoped ilt9. what has becon'e the North

Washingtol Street Historic OistriJ.--"V fBgB the najonity of lots in the

district were develor=d.

Trree other h.istoric districts vere j-denti-fied T tht +++f+*Citv of glootoi.r.rbo.t

develcped within t}.is same tjme
Interim --Irdiana His!q!rc s' two on thgsites@ that were

H:;'ffi ftHil-F;J1'Irji.I'J-oi"r'i.t, 1 0s-0ss-64000 ard west side Hlstoric
-^..LL^^^{- ^.i,{^ /q^r.|-h l-lrrnnfr:il:?: lffiTr;itrffi lf,u"in 

""*;i"" ir.. near' southeasL side (scmth Dunn

El St" continuation sheet
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Street Historic District, 105-055-73000), are ccnprised prfutarily of one or one
ard cne lnlf story worker's cottages in verrncular forms. Ttre only oUler
historic district identified in Blodnington with sinrilar resources is the
Prosl=ct Hjl-I Historic Djstrict, which is listed in the lrdiarn Register of
Historic Sites ard Structures (105-055-66000) and for which a i.Iational Register
of Historic Places nrnrination form hras been sr:bnitted to the lrdiarn Division of
Historic Presenzation ancl Arclraeology. The ProsS:ect HitI Addition was platted
in 1893 by tjre Showers i:nothers and develoi:ed between 1890 and 1925 with houses
blilt in a variety of architectural styles for Blocmingtcn's uptrEr middle c1ass,
including nrany Shrowers Brothers Cotq:any ernployees.

Irlcst of t].e houses in the l.lorth Washington Street Historic District were b:ilt
within a relatively shrort period of time, in primarily two architecLu::al styles
and were occupied by Bloonington's nost prosperous citizens, the cnrners and
pr.esidents of factories, quarries and barks. fire Prospect Hill Historic
bistrict was developed over a longer period of time, with more architectr.rral
variety ald lnused Blornington's nanagers, lavryers, nerchants ard anrployees of
tfre resldents of North Washington Street. The North WashingrLon Street district
was a rntu::al extension of Blocrnington's nost prestigious neigFrborfrood along
North College Averu,re and I.Iorth Walnut Street. There are sqne renaining houses
in this area, h:t nany have been onverted to ormercial use and the residential
ambience lras been lost. Therefore, the North Washingrton Street districb is the
orly renraining intact g::or-1uing of upper class hcxries frcrn the late nineteenth
centurlz in Bloottingbon.

Ttre history of thre Showe:s family in Blornington begins in 1856 when Clrarles C.

Showers, an Episcopa.l rninister and cabinet naker, brought his family to to,vn.
By 1B6B'CtarIes' two sons, James D. ard Wi11iamN., bought out their father's
interest i:r iris cabinet naking brsj-ness and established the Shcnvers Brothers
Conpany. Initially they specialized in the rnaking of bedsteads and bedrorr
furniture. 6ver the years tfrey exparded to inclule natcherJ bedrocm and dining
:oqn suites of furnitu::e, "H@sier" kitchen cabinets and radio onsoles. In
1920 Showers procluced the first furniture line to appear in t.J:e Sears catalog
ard also sr-pptieA l,4cntgcnrery Ward and Spiegel. Also in 1920 another plant was

blilt in Burlingtan, Iovra which filled onders frorn western nrarkets. Four years
Iater anoti-rer fictory was br:ilt at tsloonfield, Inliana wh:ich pnoduced chnirs to
rnatch t1le tsIocrnington furnj-ture suites. fire ccrnpany ernployed 2000 in 1929, art
all tfune high, b-r€ o<perienced difficulties during tLIe 1930's witJ. the onslarryht
of the depression and labor r:nrest within tLre ccnpany. By tlre 1950's the
gontpany was prcfitable again, lnweve::, farnily nErnlcers' who were t]-e najor
srcckfrbfOers, decided to seII to the Storkline Ccrnpany of Chicago, nakers of
juvenile furniturc, in 1955. Storklirle operated tjle fastory for Urree years
ttren sold ttre property to Irdiana University and furniture production in
Blocrnington eased.
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The first factory h:ildings were locatec'l at irlinth ard Grant Streets in
Blocrnington, b-rt after a fire in 1884, the brothers rreb:iIt at Ninth and Morton
Streets. A 1910 expansion of the factory resulted in the br:ildings, sqne of
which still stard today (City of Blooruingtcn Interim Report 105-055-80064). The
Showers tsrothers Aclninistration tsuilding (105-055-80061 ) and ccntpany store
h:iJ-ding al-so both stil1 stard at Tenth ard MorLon Streets.

On October 23, 1889, the Bollrnan family, who o,rned nmch of the land in the North
Washington Street Historic District liad tJle Bollrnan Place Addition recorded.
Soon after thre Boilrran Pl-ace lots were available for sale, the tvo Showers
brcthrers, Janes D. and William i.l. began hrying ttrern and b:ilding 1ar9,e, t\^ro
story, Sreen Anne and Free Classic style hcnres on tJ.e spracious lots. On lots
frrcnting cn North Walnut Street, they br:iIt hones for thernselves, wirich are nf,
longer starding. Orr the lots along North Washingtor Street they h:ilt hcrnes for
thieir children and hones which were rented to other fanrilies.

Of the 27 single family houses in the district, the Slro,vers family o^rned at
least 13. Seven of these were o,med and er-pied l:ry nenrbens of the Showers
family. l4aude E. Shc,vrers, daughter of Janps D. Shopers lived at 321 NorUr
l{as}rington Street (photogr:aph 11) with l'rer hn:sirand, Dr. Burton D. Myers, who was

dean of Ure trdiana Uni-versity l"bdlcal School at one time. LeIa Shcxpers, who
was tLre widor of Ctrarles Showers, son of James D., Lived at 427 iiorth Washitgton
Street (phoi:ograph 9). W. Ed^ra-rd Shonrers, son of William i{., arrd his wife,
Berttla luhtthews, livsi first at 430 Ncrth WasLrington Street (tnotograph 10) ar.ld

later at 520 North Walnut Street (photograph 1). William N.'s daughter, Jennie
lived with her husband, Josepr Srnitir, at 5'14 North Washington Street (photograph
6). Jerurie's half sister, Nellie, lived first with her husband, Sanfonl Teter,
next dor to Jennie at 508 North Washington Strbet (photogr:aph 6) and later at
528 Norbh Walnut Street (photocanaph 1 arrl 2). tsoth W. Ed^Iard Sho'vers and
Sanford Teier were officers i.n tlre Showers Brothers Conpany.

At least six properties in the district were cx,vned by irenrbers of the Sho,vers
.fanily ald rented to ot}ers including 123 naqt Ei($th Street, 501 | 502 ard 515
Nortlr Washington Street (photcr;raphs 15,7, 11 and 7 respectively). Tfre house
at 419 t{crth thshirrgton Street. (photogr:aph 9) was cnrned ty William N. and
occupied by I4r. ard l{rs. L. W. Buskirk in 1900, Ernest H. Lindley, Irdiana
University professor, afte: whcrn Lirdley I{a1I was named, and his wife Etizabeth
in 1910 and Mr. ard Irlrs. John B. Bridwell, proprietor'of Tapp ard Bridwell, a
Blocrnington g:ain and fee<l mill, after 1916. Ttre house at 522 North Washington
Street iphotograph 3) was owned by the Shorrers brothers and rented to lt'lr. ard
Irts. Simeon C. Fr"eese, of tJrc Blocrnington Gas Ccnpany.

Ir1any of tlre properties in t]-e district not cx,.rned or occupied by Shcnrers farnily
nenr,Uers r,,ere the hcrnes of other pa:oruinent Blocmingtorians including Irdi.ana
University professors, physicians, lawyers and entrepreneurs. The duplex lrouse
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at 203 East Eighth/408 North WashingTton Street (photcgraph 12) was Ure residence
of James A. and Hazel Bow1es of Sjnrnons & tso,vles, insu::ance agency, l,ouis and
Caroline W. Becovitz, proprietor of The Vogue, ladies clotlting store ard Alfred
fi. ard i'by Beldor, also jn :eal estate and insurance. The house aL 424 l.iorth
Washington Street (photograph 1i) was occupied b'y Mr. and l{rs. ArLhur Cravens,
cne of the Cr^avens tsrothers, 5:rirrters and pnclishers of tire "Daily World" and
"The World-Courier", Bloon:ington news,uapers, and later by I'lrs. Jennie Seward of
tire Ss,vard Iron Fotlrrdry faniiiy. Arthur Cr:avens' brother, Oscar ard his wife
Ber$a, lived next door aL 424 North h'asldngrton Street (photograph 11), vrhich
was later ecrpiecl by Blaine w. arrl Anna Br:adfute, editor arrl proprietor of "The
Bloonington Telepirone". Frarrl< I,i. ard Rose A1len, he was the secretar/ ard
treasu:er of the Wicks Ccrrq>ar1r, depa:tment store, lived aL 427 l.lcrth hbshingrlon
Street (photograph 9). Ttre president of tJ:e sirort-lived Blocrnington Auto
Coiipany, Grer G. Bunger, lived with hds wife Jennie at 528 North Washington
Street (photograph 3).

Irdivj-cluals asseiated with ttre Unrestone industry also lived jn ttre district.
Gladstone ti. Barrett was the vice president of ti're }httlrews tsrothers Ccm5:any,

"sawecl and cqt stone", vfien he lived with Lr-is wife Edith E. Barrett at 508 North
Washington Street (photogrraph 6) after 1916. Acllie Ii. Irbtthews, widor of W. N.
Matthews, cturner of the i"latthews Brothers quarry ard former state senator, lived
at 514 North Washington Street (photograph 6). Philip Kearney Buskirk, vriro

hrilt the house aL 520 North Walnut Street (drotograph 1) and lived there wj-th
lds wife, Tunie i{ays Buskirk, was the president of the frnpire Stone Conpany and
the First I'lational Banli of Bloonington. James F. Drtton, who ecr-pied 532 Ncrth
Walnut Street (photogrraph 2) with his wife Ethel I.,1. Dttton, was a salesrnan for
t}le Hed.Iey Stone Coreany.

Tt€ di-strict is sigrrificant for its association wj-th tJ.e Showers fanui-Iy and
their jmpact on Blocrnington. Ttrey were instrumental in developing several
r.esidential neigtrborhods in town and tJrey ernployerl a sigrrificant nunrber of its
residents. The two SLrqpers brothers, James D. ard William I.I., who fourded the
Slpwers Brcthers Conpany, were jnvolved in real estate prrchrases and b:ilding jn
the prospect HiII ard North Washington Street Historic Districts ard in an area
rrrrth of Seventeenth Street and west of Rogers Street, wlr-ich was develcped for
Showers ccrnpany enrplqlees. The houses in the l.iort-h Washington Street Historic
District are i tangible rernirder of the preserc€ of the Slrowers fandly irr
Blocrnington ard ttreir hqne environment.

Tt€ di-strict is also significant as an exenplary ollection of Qleen Anne, Free
Classic ard Classical Revival houses, with one example of the ftalianate style

, ard a few examples of the Bungalo/C,r:aftsnran styie. Ttre Italianate style is
fourd at 408 North Washingrton Street/203 East Eighth Street (photogratfi 12),
c5a::acterized here hV the wide eaves supported b'y brackets, a lcrw-pitch hip
roof , decorative wirdow heads cnrer tall thrin windcrnrs ard a reoessed entry witlt

OUB ,#.9|d ,lo. lo2.4tg
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double clmrs. The O:een Anne style is fourrd at 419, 420t 502, 506, 509, 514,
515, 521 a;d.522 North Washirrgton Street, 532 North Walnut Street and 115 ard
i23 East Eighth Street (photographs 9, 11 , 11 , 6, 7, 6, 7, 7, 3, 2, and 15

respective.ly), cirar:acterizql lrere bry asynmetrical onSrcsitions, a variety of
forms, textures and colors: encircling porches, multi-gabled roofs and
drarrrfened corners; cliamorrd and fishscale shingle wonk and decoratively cut
bracl<ets anJ barge ircards.

The Free classic style is represented b1' tile houses at 427, 501 , 525, 527 ar:d
528 North t{ashington Street ancl 520 North Walnut Street (photographs 9, 7, 3, 5,
3, ard 1 resl=ctively). Ttrese hcuses are clnracterized by the irzegular nassing
of tLre Qreen-anne style arrl Classical Revival details such as colurnns, dianrord
panecl wjldcw sash and dentiled ornice nolding. Ttre Classical Revival style is
iotrrd at 316, 321 , 413 ancl 430 North Wasirington Street and 528 Iiorth Walnut
Street (photographs 13, 14t 12, 10 ard l respectively). Ttrese hrcuses have
syrmnetrical conpositions, pelirnented porbicoes with columns, nslillioned
ornices, nulti-Iigttt and Palladian windows ard @jmented dormers.

1nne district's four examples of tJle br:ngalo* and craftsnan styles include hcr.rses

at 411 ald 424 i.torth Washington Street, 111 East. NintJr Street and 208 East Tenth
Street (photcgraphrs 15, 11, B and 4 respectively). C'ently pitched broad gables,
wj-de overhanging-eaves sup6:orted by exposed rafters and battered porcir piers
cSaracterize-the brr.:ngalo,vs, while a rectangular plan, slmrrietrical fenestration
ard a hip@, g;::amidal :oof are elenrents of the craftsran style Anerj-can
Foursquare houses.

Ccnt3ihrting wod fmrne garages are for:nd at the rear or cn the alley of several
properties in thedistrict including 419, 427, 508,514,522 arfr'52i North
frashington Street. Ttrese strustures were criginally ons{.ructed as horse
stal:Ies, were later used as autcrnobile garages and are cvomonly storage
h:ildings today. TVlo contrib-rting brick autcnnbile ga.rages surrive in the
districl, one it the rear of 430 North Wash-l-ngton Street and one in the side
yard of 111 East Nintl-r Street. These two strucbures wer:e blilt to lnuse cars
arrl still do so today. The three noncontributing brildings are secordarlg
structu:es at the r=ar of 41S arrl 502 l.iorth Washington Street and 208 East Tenth
SLreet, which r.vere brilt since the perioJ of significance or have been altered
and which have a mininal jrrpact qr the districL.

This neighborhood rernaired a prestigious area for tsIocroingtcrr's elite until
later in i1re twentiettr enturT when nany of the Lpuses were divided into student
aparbrents. Ccnnrercial develognent increaseci along North Walnut Street, which
resulted in the loss of the lrcnres of Janres D. ard William N. Showers, among

others, arrl t1.e cornzersion of ttre three properLies along Nortlr Walnut Street in
the district to ormercial uses. Scnre of the houses in the districb hnve

renained cx^rner occupied t}roughout tj.is c-entu4r and in thre late 1 970's several
of tJ.e houses cnce again becane owner ecupied and were nestored or
retnbilitated by their o\^rners. Rehabilitation activity is ongoing in the
district.

Ol,l8 AI,gtwJ llo. 1021{o1t
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Verba1 Bor:rdary Description

Beginning at the southvest @rner of tl.e property aL 321 Norll Washj-ngton
Street, proeecl eastwarcl along the south property line of said property, cross
Ncrth !,lashington Street ard oontinue along the south, east ard ncrtir property
lines of 316 i{orth Washington Street to a point intersected by the east properby
Iine of 203 rbst Eidtth Street. F:sn there eoss East Eigirth Street ard proceed
nortlr along thre easL property lines of 203 East Elghth Street and 418 I'Iorth
t^Iashington Street. Proceed east along the south property line of 430 Nort'hr

Washington Street then turn north and follow the east properby lines of 430-528
North Washington Street to the south curbline of East Tenth street. Tlaen

proceed west along the south curbline of East Tenth street, then south along tlre
east curbline of ltorth Washington Street, Goss l.lorbh Washington Street and
conlinue west along the north property l-ine of 527 North Washington Street to
the east property iine of 532 l.lorth Walrmt Street.. Froceed ncrth along the east
property irnl of-532 North Walnut Street to the south curbline of East Tenttt
Street.- Prcceed west along the south curbline of East Tenth Street ard soutir
along the east curbline of North Wa1nut Street to Ure south property line of 520

North Walnut Street. T\rrn east and proceed along the south property line of 520

North i,lalnut Street to the west property line of 515 North WashJngton Street-
Ttren b:rn south along thre vest pr"operty lines of 515-321 North Washington Street
to the point of beginning.

Bcr:ndary Justification

Ttris district is conposed prirnarily of a troo block corridor along the four,ard
five hurdred blocl<s bt Hortf, Washingtdrn Street. The district bourdaries also
include tvo pr.operties in the three Lrrrndr:ed block of North Washington Street'
61-19 on East Tentfr Street and three along Nortir Walnut Street. l'{ost of Ule
prcperties in the district are part of the Bollnan Place Affition, which wa-s

iecomeO on October 23,1889. The properties on the east side of tlne four
h1.dlred block of i.torLh Wasirington Street are part of Blomington City Or:tlot 31 .

1.5e protr=rties at 316 and 321 North Washington Street are both Blocrnington City
In Lots. Inmediately to the south ard west of tire district there are sr:rface
parking lots and ne* ccr,r,ercj-al developnrent. Tenth Street, a nrajor traffic
artery, is a ncrthern boundary, however, a cne story professional b:i1diJrg at
110 East Tbnth Street hrilt in tfre 1960's or 1970's is excluded. To the north
ard east of the district there are residential d*ellings, ncst of wflich were
btilt later tlran the rnajority of thre br-rildings in ttre district. lbst of these
dlellings were origirally single fan:ily r:nits b:t, have since been divided into
rrmltiple student u1:j-ts and are generally in fair to poor cordition
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